Cesium-137 source strength verification.
Over the years, the protocol for Cesium-137 source calibration has undergone a number of revisions based on updated data. The 3M Corporation issued product alerts and a revision of the calibration protocol in the early 1980s. We verified the activity of clinically used cesium tubes and found the difference with the activity stated by 3M in the range of 6-13%, which exceeds the recommended by 3M adjustment of 5% for all sources issued before 1979. Therefore, the verification and adjustment of activity should be recommended for each affected tube individually.